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INTERNATIONAL DAIRY MARKET NEWS - EUROPE 
Information gathered  December 28, 2015 - January 8, 2016  

Prices are U.S. $/MT, F.O.B. port. Information gathered for this report is from trades, offers to sell, and secondary data. This bi-weekly report may not always contain the same 
products and/or regions. Future reports may be included or withdrawn depending on availability of information. MT = metric ton = 2,204.6 pounds. 

WESTERN OVERVIEW:  Northern Europe continues to have a 
mild winter, which is helping to keep milk production higher. Many 
areas have experienced no frost. In fact, production has been so 
strong that some proposals to incentivize producers to lower milk 
output are circulating. Many expect milk production in 2016 to 
increase 1.3%. SMP continues to be offered into intervention. From 
December 14-20, 2015, 2,616 MT entered the program. Quantities 
in metric tons were offered from the following countries: Belgium, 
1,398; France, 500; Lithuania, 393; and Netherlands, 325. Total 
volumes for the period were up from 1,886 MT the previous week, 
December 7-13, 2015. Public intervention is scheduled to remain 
available until September 30, 2016.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BUTTER/BUTTEROIL: Butter  pr icing weakened in reflection 
of typically lower demand following yearend holidays. Some 
inventory building can be expected but manufacturers are facing 
lower immediate demand and buyers are now more price selective. 
Butter has shifted more toward being a buyers’ market.  Some cream 
that would previously have gone into butter is now heading into 
other dairy uses.                                              
 
82% BUTTERFAT:              2,950 - 3,100                           
99% BUTTERFAT:             3,500 - 4,000                           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SKIM MILK POWDER (SMP): Skim milk powder  markets are 
under pressure and prices weakened. Sales into intervention 
continue. Many EU dairy processors have the capability to 
manufacture whole milk powder, skim milk powder or butter. 
Expectations are for more milk to move toward SMP among the 
three options, partly due to continuing high milk volumes and partly 
due to export opportunities. Even with prices weakening and 
intervention continuing, some manufacturers remain selective in 
accepting sales if they hold SMP that is in more demand from 
buyers. These sellers are prepared to maintain inventories if sales 
prices are not acceptable.                                       
                                                                  
1.25% BUTTERFAT:                          1,725 - 1,850            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          
 
                         

SWEET WHEY POWDER: Whey pr icing is unchanged. Buyers 
have varied sources with product available. That, coupled with price 
pressure from other products such as WPC80%, are factors tending 
to keep prices from increasing.                                             
                                                                  
NONHYGROSCOPIC:                           525 - 750             
 
 
 
 
 
 
WHOLE MILK POWDER (WMP): Whole milk powder  pr icing 
weakened. This is currently largely a made to order product. 
Competition from Oceania, in addition to pressure from skim milk 
powder pricing, are dragging on WMP prices. Sales activity is at a 
low level.                                     
                                                                  
26% BUTTERFAT:                             2,150 - 2,250           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EASTERN OVERVIEW: Milk production in Poland dur ing 
2015 was particularly strong. For the period January-November, 
production increased 2.4%. 
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